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N.P.S. NEWS 
High Tea Marks NPS Museum Dedication 
The colorful past and bygone ele-
gance of the old Del Monte Hotel, now 
Herrmann Hall at NPS, was revived on 
Saturday, January 19. More than 300 
people attended a high tea and 
museum dedication in the Barbara 
McNitt Ballroom. 
Once called "The Most Elegant Sea-
side Establishment in the World" and 
"Queen of American Watering Places", 
the Del Monte Hotel was a lUxury resort 
that attracted the rich and famous-
royalty, presidents, movie stars and 
diplomats. 
The Navy took over the property in 
1943 and operated a pre-flight aviation 
training facility here during World War 
II. The Naval Postgraduate School 
moved from Annapolis to Monterey in 
1951 . 
The tea program included the mod-
eling of attire of the 1890's, 1920's, 
and 1940's, marking the various eras 
when the hotel flourished. The pro-
gram also featured music by a barber-
shop quartet and guided tours of the 
old hotel , including the new museum. 
The purpose of the museum, which 
will be modest in nature, is to capture 
both the history of the Naval Post-
graduate School and that of the Old 
Del Monte Hotel through displays and 
artifacts. 
32 
The OSWC has been asked by 
Commodore and Mrs. Robert H. 
Shumaker to help operate the 
museum. Volunteers who desire to 
work in the museum or who want 
further information may call Lynne 
Tungett, OSWC President at 373-
3710. 
The high tea and museum dedica-
tion was co-sponsored by the NPS 
Foundation and Monterey Peninsula 
Council of the Navy League. D 
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